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ABOUT THE PROJECT

Women of the Resistance

“Women of the Resistance” is a project based on the discovery of the diary

of Maria Antonietta Moro. Moro was a woman born on the border between

Italy and Slovenia who fought first as a partisan with the Yugoslavians, and

then with the Italians.

Starting with her story, we developed this project which deals with three

main themes:

- the extraordinary importance of women during the war, a role which is
still not sufficiently understood or recognized;

- the role of women in modern society, in which women are in many
ways still in a disadvantaged position relative to men;

- the concept of heroes and heroines, who would not be needed in an
ideal context in which everyone participates in improving the society.
The project’s first aim was to motivate citizens to reflect on the ideals that
have pushed many women into action, as well as the consequences of
their decisions. Without the fight of those who oppose injustice, our world
today would be a very different one. We wanted to try to understand why
so many women joined the Resistance, what it means to be a “rebel” today
and what are the main values women’s participation in the Resistance left

to the younger generations.

In order to do this, we established a strong network of organisations that
each supports the exchange of information and spreads awareness about
the origin of values that are at the basis of active European citizenship.
The partnership has been established between associations in three
neighbouring countries: Italy (the Friuli Venezia Giulia region), Slovenia
and Croatia. Named “Adriatische Kustenland” at the time, this is an area
that was under direct German control in 1943. The German repression
was particularly hard on these regions. All of the involved associations
contributed enormously to the project with respect to the experiences
based on their backgrounds.

The project had several main activities: high school workshops, open calls
for theme-related essays and AV products, an international conference
and a final memorial day.

The aim of the more than 70 workshops in high schools in Slovenia, Italy and
Croatia was to open up a discussion about the decisions of these women
to take part in the Resistance; the consequences that it had on their lives
and society; what it means for a woman to be “in resistance” today; what
are the main values that the women's Resistance has left to the younger
generations. The “Women of the Resistance” conference in Udine involved
speeches of historians and living witnesses, and was oriented towards
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the absence of women's involvement in official historiography,as well as
the role that women played during the war. The Resistance Day in Trieste
provided young people the opportunity to interact in all three languages
for one common goal, which was to discover and explore the places of
Resistance in this symbolically important city.
With this project, we placed the focus on the fight of our women for the
values that we as Europeans share today. We also want to underline how
enormous and difficult of a step it was for these women to react - and to
use their examples to motivate the younger generations to reflect on the
values that moved them, the sacrifices that were needed, the “heritage”
they left us, and the changes that these actions have made in society.
The role of women is largely concealed in the official histories of most
European countries. Resistance has become an incovenient topic, mainly
as a result of the growth of populism and the crisis of values. We forget
that the Resistance is the basis upon which stands European peace. For
some decades after the war, social welfare was a direct result of positive
social engagement which stemmed from the Resistance, but populists
and the “rebels without a cause” seem to forget this. The experiences of
the supposedly “weaker” members of society can serve as models for the
next generation of Europeans who must overcome the current solidarity
crisis.
Borut Jerman
Head of the Project
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Alessandro Cattunar, Quarantasettezeroquattro - Gorizia

Women and the Resistance movement. Experiences and narratives
between ltaly, Slovenia and Croatia

On 4th March 2016, the international convention entitled “Donne della
Resistenza” was held at Teatro San Giorgio in Udine.

Lecturers were invited to talk about a complex and multifaceted topic to try
and provide insight on some historiographical interpretations and recent
case studies carried out in Italy, Slovenia and Croatia.

The convention was marked by a translational approach developed outside
the academic environment in order to promote analysis and dialogue
within the civil society.

We not only tried to examine the peculiarities of the resistance experiences
in the three countries but also the common traits, continuities and
contaminations, especially concerning narratives in the post-war period.
The speeches focused on the different ways women were involved in the
opposition against the regime and in the war, offering a historical reflection
on female resistance towards Nazi-fascism. We described the lives of the
protagonists, analysed the historical-political-ideological context that led
to their involvement, studied the imagery that developed in the different
countries as regards the role of women in resistance movements and
scrutinized stereotypes, imaginations and representations, both during
the war and in the following decades.

We realised the importance of different experiences, points of view and
narrations. This is why we need to talk about “women” and “resistance
movements” in plural. It was interesting to see how women were deeply
involved and had a crucial role in the opposition against the regime in all
three countries. The types of fighting, the formation and consolidation of
an Antifascist conscience, the reasons for the opposition are varied and
include military, civil and cultural forms of resistance. Women undertook
roles of couriers and armed fighters, nurses and workers, housewives and
young intellectuals , all of which merged into a multifaceted panorama
that reinstates the central role of women within resistance operations and
tales.



Michela Ponzani

Choosing disobedience. The existential dimension of Antifascism in the
memory of Partisan women

“The first operation in which | took part on December 16th left me
disheartened. Francesco, Pasquale and | followed a Fascist in uniform down
the road. Pasquale was the one who took the shot. After seeing the Fascist
falling to the ground and realizing he was young - he was more or less our
age - Pasquale stood still instead of moving away, trembling and retching.
Francesco and | had to take him by the arm and carry him away .'"

With these words Partisan Maria Teresa Regard recalled the start of her
experience in the Resistance movement.

Just like her, between the autumn of 1943 and the spring of 1945, a whole
generation of women in their twenties made the “arduous choice”, as
defined by Rita Montagnana, i.e. the choice to take up arms and fight the
international war against Fascism.

With the men sent to the front to fight in distant lands, getting involved in
the civil war and finally taken prisoners, the women became the strategic
target of the “war against civilians”. They became the protagonists of that
“unarmed” resistance made up of both big and small gestures for everyday
survival. And the memories of Partisan women are precisely what put the
concept and legitimacy of the “just war” into question with its strategies,
use of force and the criminal conduct of the armies.

Joining the Resistance movement meant choosing to consciously renounce
the role of prey, victim and sacrificial loot for the first time in the history
of armed conflicts.

Becoming a Partisan also meant fighting for emancipation and freeing
themselves from a Fascist education based on the respect for hierarchy
both inside and outside the home, which reduced women to being “the
fundamental rock of the home, exemplary wives and mothers” .2
Forwomen, being part of the Resistance movement represented a definitive
break with traditional society, as being Partisan meant turning away
from the common models applied to women dictated by the patriarchal
mentality.

“Women claim their right to decide their destiny. Those who say women
should stay at home are traitors and liars. Houses collapse and the fact
that women are the keepers of the hearth cannot impede it". These
wards are the reason behind the proud choice - unpredictable and never

1 M. T. Regard, Autobiografia 1924-2000, Franco Angeli, Milano 2010, p. 37.

2 Refer to French family and demography by Il selenitain «La Tribuna», 9th August 1917, quoted by
P. Meldini, Sposa e madre esemplare. Ideologia e politica della donna e della famiglia durante il
fascismo, Guaraldi, Rimini-Firenze 1975, p. 21.
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renounced - of those who wished to resist. A “private war” for women who
suddenly stopped considering themselvessimply as mothers or daughters
-but as fighters against German occupants or Fascist soldiers of the
Social Republic, and for the freedom from the moral prejudices and social
discrimination imposed by a male culture.

This might be why former Partisan courier Marisa Ombra recalled the end
of the Partisan experience, the liberation and the return to a normal life
with more sadness than joy, stressing the intensity of what the Resistance
movement brought about for women. “It was the end of a period of
transgression for us girls”, she concluded.

Girls and Antifascism during the war

Before being inspired on the ideological and military front by the strict
words of the presidency of the Antifascist parties reunited in the CLN
(Comitato di Liberazione Nazionale - National Liberation Committee]), it
was the instinctive critique of everyday events that led women to join the
Antifascist movement. It was a manifestation of the distance they took -
initially on a human and almost existential level - from the rhetoric of the
incorruptible world and grandiose destiny yearned for Italy by the regime
propaganda. Their critique originated precisely from their repugnance
towards the apathy of a society where one could only "OBEY, BELIEVE
AND FIGHT", and which renounced the fight for its civil and democratic
rights.

Well before the military defeat of 8th September 1943 and the arrival of a
large-sale ideological conflict, the reason behind the loss of consensus
for the regime originated precisely from the deep social crisis that had
affected Fascism ever since the 1930s, in a country destined to enter the
war without much enthusiasm.

The consensus which the Duce enjoyed up to that moment - thanks to
the reclamation of the swamps in the Agro Pontino area or to the war in
Ethiopia, which brought back the Empire on the "Roman hills” after 2000
years - was not enough in a society that future Partisan women, who were
just girls at the time, though increasingly corrupt and characterized by
social inequalities. References to the traditional role of women and the
praise for the “farmers’ wives” working in the fields or for factory workers
paternalistically referred to as “Fascist proletarian workers” clash with the
conditions of extreme poverty endured in real life, which meant women had
to work to integrate the low income earned by the head of the household.
It should therefore not come as a surprise that the choice to oppose
Fascism was made by younger generations, as a sort of internal rebellion
that would only later lead to a clear ideological commitment.

The choice to resist was born from the increased conscience of people,



ratherthan from the events on the battlefield. For some of the protagonists,
this meant following an ideal of freedom and democracy;a better and more
equal world; improved human dignity; others reacted to the exploitation of
their social class “against abuse for better salaries”.

There’s no doubt that there were already future Resistance fighters among
the girls who grew up in the shadow of Mussolini’'s regime in the 1930s.
The education that Fascism wanted to subject the new generations to was
by nature incompatible with the presence of women in the public culture
and domain. The description of women as “people saviours” was inspired
by socio-biological theories that viewed women as a “sexual minority
physically unsuitable to work”.

Part of this mindset was also the fact that the premature dropout of the
young “daughters of ltaly”, who left their education already in primary
school, was considered tolerable. As explained in various letters and
recollections, from the moment they abandoned school, they had to help
their mothers with the heavy housework, taking care of their younger
brothers, farming the land and tending the livestock. In the small world of
wartime girls, the sense of rebellion became intertwined with a personal
battle to overcome their social and cultural inferiority. For political action
group member Maria Teresa Regard, the gravest injustice was represented
precisely by the fact that “women could not study science” or “access
certain careers and jobs”. Like her, many other women tried to fight the
inferiority of their gender against the ideology that considered rationality
“inconceivable within the women psyche”, because “genius is male”. The
time spent in school thus constituted the training ground to oppose the
education imposed by the regime, while the social network and family
further contributed to the path leading to political opposition.

It is not by chance that the post-war fight undertaken by the
Unionenazionaledonneitaliane (Italian Women National Union) had the
purpose of reforming the educational system and making school a single
system free for all to “overcome the underdevelopment of the economically
and culturally weaker classes” and therefore to “reaffirm the right of
women to an education”.

The subordinate condition of women was also reiterated by the Catholic
Church who, thanks to the regime’s social policies, obtained an almost
complete control over society. The concept of making Italian women
“the fundamental rocks of the home”, the “mothers, wives, essential
collaborators for men both in the social and domestic life” was fully
endorsed in the Catholic world. In March 1926, the head of the Fascist
party’s Press Office had already warned all federations of how a “highly
effective regime policy regarding women” could only be obtained “through
the good ltalian tradition of the Catholic spirit”.



Pope Pius XlI's encyclical letter Casticonnubi explained that “the most
noble responsibilty as wife, mother and companion” must harmonise with
the family's internal order, based on the “primacy of the husband over
the wife and children” as well as on “ready subjection of the wife and her
willing obedience”.

Choosing to fight in Partisan formations meant giving a strong, resolute
and definite answer to a world of violence that was not only military, but
also cultural.

From Partisans to “constituent mothers”

When fighting the Partisan war, women underwent the same risks as men:
not only in hand-to-hand combat of urban guerrilla warfare and attack by
surprise, but also during attacks carried out in the mountains against the
German army or Fascist soldiers, strikes in the factories or farms, and
other acts of sabotage.

This was especially true for women operating in the so-called Gaps, i.e.
Patriotic Action groups established by the Garibaldi brigades in charge of
urban guerrilla tactics. These groups already existed in other European
countries and were characterized by their secrecy and the fact that
members had to operate alone for many months.

Copying the French “unités de choc” as well as the groups supported
by the British in Northern Europe, the Gaps conducted a very hard form
of guerrilla warfare that forced members to lead an isolated life and
withstand high levels of emotional tension - they had to have steady nerves
when they had to shoot the enemy and disappear down the city alleyways.
Female members of Gaps had to sleep wherever they could, every night in
a different place, isolated and detached from their comrades to maintain
their location secret, and spent long periods of time alone waiting for
another mission.

Even though these women had to sacrifice and suffer a lot, their choice
was so radical that, in the post-war period, it led them to becoming
involved in the political and social life of the country. The process that
modernized lItalian society which saw women conquer political rights
and, after many battles, civil rights, started precisely from the Antifascist
choice and Partisan war.

With the election held on 2nd June 1946 (when women could vote for
the first time and 21 became part of the Constituent Assembly), women
endowed Italian politics with the heritage of “life and action for the cause
of freedom and human solidarity”.

3 Filomena Delli Castelli, Il giorno che le donne si presero la storia, in .La Repubblica”, 19th February
2006, p. 28.



Natka Badurina, University of Udine

The image of women as part of the Yugoslav Resistance from the Second
World War to the present day

The Anti-Fascist movement represented a historic turning point for what
concerned the participation of women in political and military life. The
novelty of female activism, however, had to be translated into codified
representations in order to become part of the collective imagination and
therefore influence the gender roles accepted in post-war Yugoslavian
society. In this paper, we will discuss precisely those representation and
interactions with reality from the post-war period to the present day*.

Before the war

For women, being part of the Anti-Fascist movement meant joining a fight
for the common good but also a fight for their own rights. For this reason,
their adhesion must also be analysed in relation to the history of women's
movements before the war. The mobilisation of women within the Yugoslav
resistance movement led by the Communist party carried on the Socialist
movement’s activity promoting the rights of female workers between
the two wars. In addition to the Socialist female workers” movement,
the feminist movement (bourgeois and reformist] for women'’s right to
vote was also active in the larger urban areas of monarchical Yugoslavia
between the two wars. This activism’s connection with Anti-Fascist
resistance has been completely removed from Yugoslav historiography.
Studies concerning the history of women have however demonstrated how
the two movements - that of the socialist and the feminist-cooperated and
supported each other (Sklevicky 1996: 81).

During the war

With the start of the war, liberal feminists found increasingly less room
for public activities, while those who formed part of the Communist party
became involved in numerous forms of Anti-Fascist endeavours and in
1942 founded the Antifascist Women's Front (AFZ). In addition to the
Antifascist struggle, their objectives also included women’s rights - equal
political and labour rights, the defence of maternity and mothers’ rights,
the social defence of care work and access to education.

Between 1941 and 1945, Croatia was a fascist state ruled by the Ustase
movement, whose propaganda concerning the role of women was tied to
the exemplary model of the mother of many children and “guardian of
the hearth”. The Ustase propaganda reacted ferociously to the news of

4 The majority of the data in this paper refers to the Yugoslav society in general, but the specific
perspective is that of the Croatian society.



women joining the Antifascist cause, depicting them with a defamatory
image as ugly and masculine beasts. Emancipated feminist women
who eluded these two simple stereotypes were classified, with a certain
embarrassment, as women “of that third kind” (Jambresi¢ Kirin 2008: 41).
The Communist Partisan propaganda also had to manage, interpret and
“tame” this new reality with its own image of “new women”. In order to
create it, it had to find a way to link it with the traditional one, in order
to reassure the peasant masses whose support it needed. The creation
of this new imagery was entrusted to men - journalists and poets - who
developed it in a poetic manner, recalling the literary and mythological
tradition (the title of a famous 1944 speech by poet Vladimir Nazor is “From
Amazons to Partisans’] and, most of all, folk poetry. The epic tradition
reflected however the deep patriarchalism of all Yugoslav republics and,
after the war, it became a serious obstacle to modernization and women'’s
emancipation (Batinic, 2015). Believing emancipation and folklore could
go hand in hand, Nazor concluded his speech with a blunt statement: “For
us, the female question has been resolved”.

The post-war period

Consistent with the party’s programme, socialist Yugoslavia immediately
recognised women'’s political and labour rights. Considering the issue
to be resolved with these laws, the party proceeded to abolish the AFZ
in 1953. In the meantime, though, the country experienced a return to a
patriarchal model. Data show how the strong participation of women in
the fight was not adequately recognized by letting them take part in post-
war organisations and institutions (Jancar Webster 1990: 163).

In this context, the memory of women's participation in the Antifascist
fight was absorbed by the official narration of the war of liberation. For
the new-born Yugoslav state, such tale represented its identity, a sacred
fire that would have been kept alive until its very end through official
historiographical channels, textbooks, museums and memorials and,
soon enough, through the mass media. It is a memory based on the "myth
of the war experience” (term coined by George Mosse; v. Jambresi¢ Kirin
2008: 20) - which was strongly militarized, heroic and patriarchal. The
numerous roles held by women within the Antifascist fight, their various
social and political origins as well as the reasons for and ways of taking
part are reduced by this official historical tale to mere stereotypes such
as the young Partisan courier who was just as courageous as the men or,
alternatively, as the mother of a Partisan stoically enduring the death of
her son. In Yugoslav films, young partisan girls soon started to be depicted
following Hollywood models, i.e. as erotic beauties and potential victims (of
violence, rape and death) - feminine vulnerability thus became intertwined



with all female characters. The first film on the Partisan war is dedicated
precisely to this figure and was named after its protagonist- Slavica (1946).
As observed by today’s female critics, the fact that the protagonist dies in
battle is not a coincidence, as it was yet unclear which role such women
would occupy in post-war society.

From the 1960s to the 1980s

This heroic role continued until the end of the Yugoslav state. Despite its
repetition, or maybe precisely because of it, the memory of the liberation war
seemed to fade among the population in the 1970s, a view also shared by the
creators of the propaganda themselves. This is when the new media which
arose from the economic boom and the birth of the consumer society started
to be employed. War stories told by women in gossip magazines acquired
sentimental, tabloid and happy ending tones (Jambresi¢ Kirin 2008: 36).

In the 1970s, a Yugoslav feminist wave was born that was strongly
influenced by Western feminist movements. If, in the West, feminism is
often intertwined with left-wing movements, in Yugoslavia it was seen as
a dangerous Western conservative product that was being smuggled into
a society that had no need for it, precisely because “the women'’s question
had already been solved”. It must be said that, compared to Italy, Yugoslav
women had more rights regarding family, reproduction and labour. The
feminists” dissatisfaction and critique was in fact not aimed at such
acquired rights, but rather at a society that, despite what the law said, was
still strongly misogynistic and patriarchal. The period is also characterized
by a renewed historiographical interest in the female aspect of the
resistance movement and in the AFZ. The results found by new studies are
very different from those found in the official historiography, and reveal
the disappointment of female partisans in the lack of recognition of their
role after the war (Jancar Webster 1990] or of the pressure exerted by the
party on the AFZ before it ended (Sklevicky 1996).

The above-mentioned sentimentalisation of memories gave way to tales of
private suffering that lacked global importance of the heroic struggle, but
which were consistent with the party’s ideas. A few years later, in the 1980s,
stories began to include the tales of those who had not been on the winning
side during the war. Even though the right of the “others” to tell their side of
the story seemed like a positive sign in the democratisation of memory, it
actually revealed itself as part of its fragmentation - a single memory claiming
to be an absolute truth, and therefore with no hope of reconciliation.
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Post-socialism

The period after the fall of Socialism was characterised by a radical
reinterpretation of the past which, in addition to a critical consideration of the
obscure side of the Socialist period, started to show historical phenomena that
had up to then been considered taboo in a positive light. Unfortunately, this
led to a rehabilitation of the Ustase state, to a victimization of collaborationists
(who began to be considered positively) and to the demonization of the Partisan
movement accompanied by a return to the imagery considering partisan
women as sadistic bloodthirsty creatures. We could say that, in Croatia,
historical revisionism had two main waves - one in the 1990s as part of the
nationalist momentum during the war, and one in early 2016 with the new
government fed by the current economic and European value crisis. Parallel
to these negative images of women involved in resistance movements, the
women’s rights inherited from the Socialist era are also under attack.

What is most striking in the current situation is the stereotyping of
women and the incapability of society to understand the complexity
of their historical and political role. The only way to fix this seems to
be a historiographical, sociological and anthropological work and the
construction of possibly transnational archives or museums dedicated to
women to collect the history, testimonies and complex interpretations that
could not be expressed in the role of women as represented by men.
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Irene Bolzon, Istituto Regionale per la Storia del Movimento di
Liberazione

Women and the Resistance movement in the archives of Trieste’s
Extraordinary Court of Assizes: towards a geography of gender?

The objective of this speech is to provide food for thought based on research
conducted by the Trieste’s Istituto Regionale per la Storia del Movimento
di Liberazione (Regional Institute for the History of the Liberation
Movement) within the “Difficult resistance on the Eastern ltalian border”
project, financed by the Presidency of the Council of Ministers as part of
the initiatives endorsed for the 70th Liberation Day.

The research was carried out mainly in the archives of Trieste's
Extraordinary Court of Assizes, and saw many documents re-examined
under a new light - in fact, we did not analyse the Italian collaborationist



phenomenon but rather the victims of field repressive units. The purpose
was to find expressions of local Resistance among the names of those
subjected to collaborationist repression, especially as regards unarmed
and women’s resistance movements and groups established outside
structured political and party experiences.

The first results showed a web of relationships strongly characterized by
the interpenetration of various worlds, even feminine ones, that worked
in a heavily pre-political Antifascist dimension but which nonetheless was
capable of offering support to the most politicized forms of armed fighting.
Focusing on the involvement of women within this web, what immediately
caught our eye was the significant presence of women among the victims
of collaborationist crimes, especially for the events that took place in
Trieste. It seems the city accentuated and multiplied the occasions in
which women could become protagonists of resistance activities. It is
precisely because of this that we started asking ourselves whether we
could speak about geography of gender, i.e. of a feminine commitment
made more relevant by specific environmental conditions.

The most significant criminal proceedings when analysing the role of
women are those concerning field agents part of the Ispettorato Speciale
di Pubblica Sicurezza (Special Public Safety Inspectorate], which recorded
mostly female victims. Among them - often victims of brutal torture and
sexual abuse - there were many Slovenian women, usually connected
to the Partisan movement. Many were direct relatives of combatants
and were involved in logistical support and assistance; they also turned
their homes into refuges and hospitals for fellow Partisans. Nonetheless,
when confronted with it, very few presented themselves as Partisans or
members of the Liberation Movement, defining their support and the
risks they took as a natural gesture to help fellow nationals, relatives and
people in need.

The answers given, which are quite surprising if read and interpreted using
a traditional political approach, are a perfect example of the mind-set with
which these women tackled the civil war experience. The choice or series
of choices that led them to supporting a social, national and, at the same
time, political fight, assumes a special value especially if analysed keeping
the urban context in mind, as it provided numerous occasions to cooperate
with the enemy. The Partisan operating bases and the clandestine printing
houses were often located in flats inside condominiums where news
travelled fast and where informative networks were particularly ramified.
The capability of these women to become a connective tissue and integral
part of the organizational machine supporting the local resistance
movement and the spaces conquered during the occupation were helpful
even in the weeks following the contrasting and controversial liberations
experienced by the city of Trieste. Many of these women who endured
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violence inside the Inspectorate were the focus of the activities of Trieste’s
Tribunale del Popolo (People’s Court] and of those of the numerous purging
commissions founded in an impromptu manner in the 40 days following
the arrival of the Yugoslav Liberation Army. Small communities of women
created during periods of detention and groups of mothers looking for
their missing children came together in search of justice, giving life to
true forms of political activity that, once again, came into existence outside
party structures.

Fabio Verardo, University of Trento

The role of women in the funeral of Partisan Renato Del Din; Tolmezzo,
April 27t 1944

With this speech, | would like to analyse the popular participation in the
funeral of Partisan Renato Del Din to identify the unconventional forms of
resistance and acts of defiance and opposition to Nazifascism carried out
by women, who played roles that combined tradition and broke with the
past.

In the night between 24th and 25th April, Osoppo Partisans commanded
by Renato “Anselmo” Del attacked the barracks of the Milizia Confinaria
Difesa Territoriale and of the 136° German Alpine Regimen as a
demonstrative action. Del Din was seriously wounded in the attack® and
was brought in agony to the “Alle Alpi” hotel. Many hours passed before he
was taken to hospital, where he died early that morning®.

The attack caused a lot of uproar - it forced the Nazifascists to go on the
defensive, was the first guerrilla episode in the town and represented the
height of violence at that period. At the same time, the dead soldier, even
though yet unidentified, was recognised as an Alpino official and people
started to say he had been mistreated while in agony’: which made the
population sympathise with the reasons behind the Partisan fight.

As a result, while the Nazifascist inquiry was still under way, many people
visited the hospital's morgue to pay their respects to the Partisan’s corpse.
As his clothes had been removed, the people - especially the women -
started spontaneously to dress the corpse as an official and organized
a solemn funeral. A few soldiers were sent to guard the body, but the
flow of people continued - an Alpini soldier’'s cap and an Italian flag were

5 F. Tacoli, lo c’ero...e adesso racconto. Ricordi di un partigiano in Friuli 1943-45, FULeL Editore, Udine
2000, p 35.

6 F. Verardo, Giovani combattenti per la liberta. Renato Del Din, Giancarlo Marzona, Federico Tacoli,
Gaspari, Udine 2013, pp. 46-74.

7 Archivio di Stato in Udine (hereinafter referred to ASUD), Fondo CAS, b. EC 1, Register of cases 1946,
case no. 81 against Luigi Colusso.



placed on the coffin which was covered in flowers. The Nazifascists then
decided to bury the Partisan in the sole presence of the chaplain, without
ringing bells and transporting the coffin down side roads. People reacted
very negatively to this decision and a crowd gathered on that afternoon of
April 26th.

Both the Germans and the Fascists were shocked by the number of people
attending and, hoping that only a few people would turn up, they decided
to celebrate the funeral at sunrise the following day.

In the evening, many women made arrangements to attend the funeral.
Relying on the cooperation of the Tolmezzo priests, at 7 am on 27th April
1944 the streets thronged with women and children holding bunches of
flowers. According to don Primo Sabbadini, «when the coffin was placed
on the carriage, the captain of the Carabinieri saluted it and the crowd
cried: “to the Duomo”». A large procession ensued®. The Nazifascists
tried to create a detour, but Maria Agata Bonora, Gentile Cargnelutti, Sara
Menchini and Franca Marini intervened by taking a horse by the reins
and leading it towards the town centre. The bells rung out and the priest
blessed the corpse in the Duomo. Then the coffin was escorted to the
cemetery passing in front of the guards. While it was being lowered into
the ground, some women shouted a few patriotic expressions recognising
the heroic gesture of the Partisan.

While the Germans and Fascists did not dare intervene during the
ceremony, as soon as the rites ended, the people involved were interrogated
by the SS?. As a retaliation, their freedom of movement was limited and all
gatherings were prohibited with the threat of using weapons and taking
prisoners’. The captain of the Carabinieri Arbitrio was reprimanded for
«not providing an armed response» and sent away from Tolmezzo11. A
few cases of tip-offs led to arrests and deportations.

The participation at the funeral is a perfect example of active unarmed
resistance led by women - it is a case of disobedience and defiance carried
out with the sole strength of symbolic gestures. It represents an attempt
at holding together traditional values, patriotism and opposition to the
occupation. In addition, it contributed to creating the myth of Partisan Del
Din - recognised by the population as one of their own'?, as a martyr and a
hero. He became an example also to other communities’.

The women played essential roles in this context - they replaced unknown

8 APDD, Report on the events of 25th-28th April 1944.

9 Augusto Vidoni, in «Cronache Tolmezzine», numero speciale, 1995.

10 G. A. Colonnello, Guerra di Liberazione, Editrice Friuli, Udine 1965, p. 200.
11 APDD, Report by don Primo Sabbadini, 11th June 1945.

12 M. Gortani, Il martirio della Carnia, cit., p. 88.

13 G. Angeli, N. Candotti, Carnia libera. La Repubblica partigiana del Friuli (estate autunno 1944), Del
Bianco, Udine 1971, pp. 33-34.



mothers when tears were needed, they made sure that the traditional
pietas towards the dead was respected, they disobeyed and challenged
orders, they replaced the male figures giving way only to the priests
for religious gestures. Those women were the mothers of children and
Partisans, but were recognized as Partisans only after the conflict was
over. In the dead Partisans, they saw their own sons or husbands. To many,
the funeral represented a catharsis and an occasion to make a gesture
they wished they could have made for a loved one. Many saw an ideal
reference to the unknown soldier, not so much for what it represented in
Fascist rhetoric, but rather for the meaning of the rites of 1919. Attending
the funeral was a reaction to the cruelty and arrogance of power. Among
the many political meanings, we can identify patriotism intended as the
regeneration of a nation. The reference to the real homeland emerged
through traditional tools, but with a change in attitude that discredited the
Fascists and rejected their legitimacy. These gestures left a huge mark
and represented an act of defiance that also continued in the days that
followed, when many brought flowers to the grave.

Daniela Rosa (Le Donne Resistenti Association)
Civil disobedience: Friuli women and September 8%, 1943.

The Civil disobedience - Friuliwomen and September 8th1943 project had
a double objective. The first, as indicated by historian Anna Bravo, was to
make those invisible visible once again, promote the “banality” of goodness
and solidarity, and do the right thing at a very serious historic moment
when opposing indifference was already a gesture of civil resistance after
decades of Fascist indifference. The second objective was to verify if those
facts which were learnt almost by chance concerning “train note women”
could be ascribed to that taxonomy of actions that J. Semelin defined as
“civil resistance” in his book Unarmed against Hitler. The project was
developed as part of a new way of teaching history devised by the founder
of this study, Paola Schiratti who, together with Nadia Tovatelli and myself,
felt the need to forge a new methodological/didactical path to teach/learn
history “on the spur of the moment”, i.e. to set up an active research
laboratory based on interviews and co-created by teachers and students
to make way for the passion for stories, which had already been developed
by the classes. Our work was soon enriched by new contributions and
took on its definitive form after the interview with Fidalma Garosi (Partisan
Gianna), in 2008. That interview was the first time “Gianna” Garosi told
the students in form IV AL of the Istituto Zanon in Udine of the actions
of Friuli women who, after 8th September 1943, comforted, aided and
supported military prisoners and later those deportees who were taken
to concentration camps in Northern Europe. The prisoners dropped notes



destined to their families and the women vowed to pick all of them up and
write to the families warning about the journey of their loved ones. Soon
people started to learn about our research, and we discovered more and
more details. We found copies of the notes, memories of them in church
archives and people started to speak out - both the protagonists themselves
as well as people saved by these unknown women who put their own lives
at risk for other people. We immediately realised the material was far too
precious to be lost - these women of all ages represented one of the first
spontaneous forms of resistance to Nazi-fascism. A heritage of civil life
and an example of solidarity and moral commitment that had to be handed
down and remembered. On 22nd March 2010, Paola Schiratti, who at the
time was Province councillor and Vice-president of Udine’'s Commission
for Equal Opportunities, reunited a group of representatives from the
various associations to support a project dedicated to these unknown
waomen. The aim was to collect the stories of the many women - who at
the time were so young, practically still children - who did not hesitate to
organise themselves to comfort prisoners who passed by in cattle wagons
on their way to the German camps. While they might be seen as “lesser”
actions when compared to the magnitude of the war, they are nonetheless
exceptional considering the context in which they took place. A "Donne
resistenti” informal committee was created, which included Ivana
Bonelli (Donne in nero), Carmen Galdi (Commissione PPOO of the Udine
municipality), Antonella Lestani and Flavio Fabbroni (AN.P.1]), Marisa
Sestito and Maila D'aronco (C.0.R.E.}, Amanda Tavagnacco, Francesca
Tamburlini, directors Paolo Comuzzi and Andrea Trangoni (Macheri-
Pabitele), Rosanna Boratto, Maria Grazia Allievi and myself. The project,
presented to the Friuli Venezia Giulia Region and later financed by the
Region itself, was articulated in different stages - on 1st June 2011 a plaque
was erected at the Udine railway station in memory of the protagonists of
these events. On 26th September 2012, the documentary film Cercando
le parole, (directed by P.Comuzzi and A. Trangoni] was presented, which
was very successful and is still being requested on various occasions
both inside and outside our region. The last stage of the project involved
the papers making up the book Una disubbidienzacivile. The “Le donne
friulane di fronte all'8 settembre del 1943" volume presented during this
congress is partly based on the interviews carried out by Alessia Ursella
and Alessandra Burelli. All the stages of the research were coordinated
by Rosanna Boratto and myself. We have also written the book presented
to the city on 18th June 2014, for which we wanted to keep the title of the
last stage of the project.
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Igor Jovanovic¢ and Igor §aponja
Istrian destinies. Memories of resistant women in Croatia.

Women joining the NOP (National Liberation Movement] has a special
meaning for the Croatian part of Istria. They started to become part of the
Antifascist fight especially after the fall of Italy in September 1943. Only a
month after that, in October of the same year, the German troops invaded
Istria during the "Rommel Offensive”. It was a period characterized by
arson, death and suffering, which female soldiers had to endure alongside
their male comrades.

Women joining the NOP also represented the start of a “new social
order”, which was also be based on gender equality. At the same time, the
traditional Istrian family - largely rural and patriarchal - took a beating.
The women who became involved with the resistance movement in Istria
were already members of many young and political organizations. The
majority were part of the AFZ (Feminine Antifascist Front), set up by the
NOP, which attracted women, educated and trained them on the political
front and prepared them for activities that required great flexibility and
initiative based on Antifascist ideals. This was possible because women
generally did not raise many suspicions and could therefore move around
the whole of Istria, especially in cities.

The AFZ Provincial conference was held in Istria in July 1944 and was
attended by over 3,000 people, 1,500 of which were women.

Of around 28,000 members of the Antifascist force in Istria, almost 5,000
of them were women. Many were killed in combat or died in concentration
camps located in the territories that were part of the Third Reich. The only
Istrian woman honoured as a National Heroine (the greatest decoration in
Yugoslavia) was Olga Ban.

In addition to actively taking part in fighting, women also worked as
couriers, teachers, tended the wounded, prepared and brought food to
the soldiers, sewed uniforms, clothes and shoes, handed out flyers, wrote
slogans, built telephone and telegraph poles and took part in sabotaging
operations showing great determination and courage.

After the Second World War, Yugoslavian women obtained the right to vote
as well as social and welfare equality.

A statement made by Mirko Tepavac, Antifascist fighter and Minister for
Foreign Affairs for the SFRY (Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia)
testified to the courage of women during the war: “I learned to respect
women during the war. | have seen many heroic men, and | have also seen
many male cowards, but | have never seen a female coward”.
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eng 1 Pokretu otpora
Iskustvai pripovijesti izmedu Italije, Slovenije i Hrvatske
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Alessandro Cattunar, Quarantasettezeroquattro - Gorizia

Zene i oslobodilacki pokreti. Iskustva i pripovijesti izmedu ltalije,
Slovenije i Hrvatske

Dana 4. oZujka 2016. godine u KazaliStu San Giorgio u Udinama odrzana je
medunarodna konferencija pod nazivom “Zene u Pokretu otpora.”
Predavaci na konferenciji iznijeli su svoja stajalista 0 ovom kompleksnom i
viseslojnom pitanju, nastojeci dati uvid u neke od povijesnih interpretacija
i nekolicine studija slucaja provedenih u Italiji, Hrvatskoj i Sloveniji.
Glavno obiljezje ove konferencije bio je transnacionalni pristup razvijen
izvan akademskog konteksta radi promicanja analize i rasprave na ovu
temu unutar civilnog drustva.

Pokusali smo istraZiti posebnosti Pokreta otpora u tri zemlje, ali i njihove
zajednicke osobine, kontinuitet i prepreke, osobito glede povijesnih
izvjestaja iz poslijeratnog razdoblja. Intervencije su bile usmjerene na
razliCite oblike sudjelovanja Zena u mehanizmima protivljenja rezimu |
ratu, predlazuci Siroko povijesno razmisljanje o mnogobrojnim nacinima
na koje su se Zene opirale fasizmu: prenosedi Zivotne pri¢e protagonista;
analizirajudi povijesnii politicko-ideoloski kontekst koji je doveo do njihovog
sudjelovanja; istrazujuéi prikaze Zena u Pokretu otpora u razli¢itim
zemljama; analizirajudi stereotipe, predodzbe i prikaze, kako tijekom rata,
tako i u desetljec¢ima koja su uslijedila.

IstraZivanja su pokazala vaznost razlicitih iskustava, stajalista i naracija. Iz
tog razloga je potrebno koristiti mnoZinu izraza “Zena” kao iizraza “otpor”.
Bilo je zanimljivo vidjeti kako su, u razlic¢itim nacionalnim kontekstima,
Zene bile ukljucene u oblike protivijenja reZimu na dubok, odlu¢an i povezan
nacin. Oblici borbe, mehanizmi nastajanja i konsolidacije antifasisticke
svijesti, kao i motivi za protivljenje pokazali su se vrlo raznolikima, Sireci
se od vojnog otpora do onog civilnog i kulturalnog; Zene su odigrale svoje
uloge od prenositeljica poruka do naoruzanih gorkinja, medicinskih
sestara i radnica, domadica i mladih intelektualki. Sve su one doprinijele
stvaranju mnogostrane snage koja je uspostavila srediSnju ulogu Zena u
dogadajima otpora i njihovom pripovijedanju.



Michela Ponzani

Odabrati neposlusnost. Egzistencijalna dimenzija antifasizma u sje¢anju
partizanki.

.Prva akcija u kojoj sam sudjelovala, 16. prosinca, bacila me je u dubok
ocaj. Francisco, Pasquale i ja smo slijedili jednog fasista u uniformi niz
cestu. Onaj koji je pucao bio je Pasquale. Vidjevsi faSistu kako pada na
plocnik i shvativsi da je bio mlad, manje ili viSe nase dobi, umjesto da
se udalji Pasquale je ostao kao zakopan, obuzet grlevitim drhtanjem
i povracanjem. Francesco i ja morali smo ga na silu uhvatiti pod ruku i
odvuéi ga odatle”.” Tim je rije¢ima partizanka Maria Teresa Regard
zapocela prisjeéanje na svoje iskustvo u Pokretu otpora.

Poput nje, izmedu jeseni 1943. i proljeca 1945., cijela generacija Zena u
ranim dvadesetima donosi “mukotrpan odabir”, kako ga je definirala Rita
Montagnana; odabir, da zarame oruZje i bore se u medunarodnom ratu
protiv fasizma. S muskarcima poslanim na fronte u dalekim zemljama,
ukljuenim u gradanski rat i kao ratnim zarobljenicima, Zene postaju
strateski cilj “rata protiv civila”. One postaju junakinje .nenaoruzanog”
otpora sacinjenog od malih i velikih gesta svakodnevnog preZivljavanja.
Upravo su sjedanja partizanki ta koja dovode u pitanje pojam i legitimnost
“pravednog rata”, sa svojim strategijama i uporabom sile, ukljucujuéi i
zlo¢inacko ponasanje vojske.

Sudjelovanje u oslobodilackom pokretu, po prvi put u povijesti oruzanih
sukoba,  znacilo je svjesno odbijanje uloge plijena, uloge Zrtve.
Pridruzivanje partizanskom pokretu sa sobom je nosilo i borbu za vlastitom
emancipacijom,te oslobadanje od okova fasistickog obrazovanja koje se
temeljilo na postovanju tradicionalne hijerarhije; one koja je Zenu svodila
na razinu “kamena temeljca kuce, nevjeste i uzorne majke"".

Za zene, sudjelovanje u Pokretu otpora predstavljalo je konacni raskid
s tradicionalnim drustvom; biti partizankom znacilo je udaljavanje od
patrijarhalnog videnja uloge Zene. “Zene traze pravo na raspolaganje
vlastitom sudbinom. Tko kaze da je Zensko mjesto u kudi izdaje i laZe.
Kuée se ruse i Cinjenica da Zena 'drZi sva Cetiri zida kuce' to ne moZe
sprijeciti.” Ove rijeci najbolje opisuju razloge jednog ponosnog izbora -
nepredvidivog i ¢vrsto prisvajanog - Zena koje su se htjele oduprijeti. Bio je
to “privatni rat” Zena koje su se odjednom prestale vidjeti samo kao majke
ili kceri, koje se ne bore samo protiv njemackog okupatora ili fasistickih
para-vojnika iz Narodne Republike, ve¢ i za oslobodenje od moralnih
predrasuda i drustvene diskriminacije nametnute muskom kulturom.

14 M. T. Regard, Autobiografia 1924-2000, Franco Angeli, Milano 2010, p. 37.

15 Pogledajte ¢lanak od selenita, Obitelj i francuska demografija, u “La Tribuna”, 9. kolovoza 1917. godine,
citiran od P. Meldini, Nevjesta i primjerna majka. Ideologija i politika Zene i obitelji pod fasizmom,
Guaraldi, Rimini-Firenca 1975., str. 21.
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MoZda se bas zbog toga bivSa kurirka, partizanka Marisa Ombra s vise
tuge no radoS¢u prisjetila kraja svog partizanskog iskustva, trenutka
oslobodenja i povratka u uobiajenu svakodnevnicu, naglasavajudi
intenzitet koji je Pokret otpora donio Zenama. “Bioje to zavrSetak prijestupa
za nas djevojke”, istaknula je.

Antifasizam djevojcica u ratu

| prije nego su ih inspirirale snazne poruke voda antifasistickih stranaka
okupljenih u CLN-u, Zene su pristupale Pokretu otpora potaknute
instinktivnom osudom svakodnevnih dogadaja. Bila je to manifestacija
njihovog ljudskog, gotovo egzistencijalnog udaljavanja od retorike jednog
nepotkupljivog svijeta i velicanstvene sudbine ltalije za kojom je Zudila
propaganda rezima. Njihova je kritika potjecala upravo od osjecaja gadenja
prema apatiji druétva u kojem se mora samo “SLUSATI, VJEROVATI |
BORITI SE” i koje je odustalo od borbe za afirmaciju samoga sebe i svojih
gradanskih i demokratskih sloboda.

Mnogo prije vojnog poraza 8. rujna 1943. godine i pojave velikog ideoloskog
sukoba, razlog nestanka konsenzusa oko opravdanosti rezima nastao je
upravo iz duboke drustvene krize koja je pogodila fasizam vecu tridesetim
godinama, u drzavi kojoj je sudbina namijenila ulazak u rat bez prevelikog
entuzijazma.

Podréka koju je Mussolini uzivao do tada, zahvaljujuéi ponovnom
zauzimanju mocvara u podrucju Garo Pontona ili podvizima u ratu u
Etiopiji, koji je .Carstvu™ nakon dvije tisuce godina vratio staru slavu,
nije se uspjelo odrzati pred drustvom koje se u o¢ima buducih partizanki,
koje su u to vrijeme joS bile djevojCice, Cinilo korumpirano i obiljezeno
neshvatljivim drustvenim nejednakostima. Pozivanje na tradicionalnu
uloge Zeneiushicenje pred “seoskim domacicama” koje obraduju zemljuili
pozivanje na, paternalisticki nazvane “fasisticke proleterke”, sukobljava se
s bijednim Zivotnim uvjetima koji prisiljavanju Zene na rad radi dopunjena
mrsavih zarada gazde kuce.

Ne treba se onda iznenaditi Sto je odluka suprotstavljanja faSizmu potekla
od mladih generacija u obliku unutarnje pobune koja je tek kasnije dovela do
jasnog ideoloskog opredjeljenja.

Pristupanje otporu nastao je prije svega kao proces sazrijevanja ljudske
savjesti, prije negoliizbivanja na bojnom polju. Za neke je ono znacilo slijedenje
ideala slobode i demokracije; za druge Zelju za boljim i pravednijem svijetom;
za trece, potreba da se poboljsa ljudsko dostojanstvo; za Cetvrte,reakcija na
ekonomsko iskoriStavanje vlastite drustvene klase.

Nema sumnje da su se medu djevojcicama odraslim u tridesetim godinama u
sjeni Mussolinijevog rezima vec krile buduce pripadnice otpora. Obrazovanje
koje je fasizam htio nametnuti mladim generacijama je po svojoj prirodi bio



nespojiv s prisustvom Zena u javnoj sferi. Opis Zene kao “narodne spasiteljice”
bio je inspiriran sociobioloskim teorijama koje su Zensko bice vidjele kao
pripadnicu spolne manijine, fizicki nesposobnu za rad.

Dio ovog mentaliteta bilo je i podrZavanje ranog napustanja Skolovanja
(ve¢ u osnovnoj Skolilmladih “kéeri Italije”; od tog trenutka, kako biljeZe
brojna povijesna pisma i zapisi, one su te koje pomazu majkama u teskim
kucnim poslovima, staraju se o mladoj braci, obraduju zemlju i vode stoku
na ispasu. U svijetu djevojCica koje su odrastale u vrijeme rata, osjecaj
pobune protiv reZima poistovjetio se s osobnom borbom protiv stanja
drustvene i kulturne inferiornosti. Za politicku aktivisticu Mariju Teresu
Regard, najtezi oblik nepravde predstavljala je upravo cinjenica da se
“Zene nisu mogle upisati na znanstvene fakultete” i da nisu ..imale pristup
odredenim karijerama i radnim mjestima.” Ona i mnoge druge Zene borile
su se protiv podredivanja na temelju roda a pogotovo protiv ideologije koja
smatra da je razum “nespojiv sa Zenskom psihologijom”, jer “genijalnost
je muskog roda.” Vrijeme provedeno u Skoli predstavilo je temelj otpora
rezimskom obrazovanju, a drustvene veze i obitelj doprinijeli su putu koji
je vodio politi¢koj oporbi.

Nije slucajno da je poslijeratna borba koju je vodila Nacionalna unija Zena
ltalije za cilj imala reformirat i obrazovni sustav te ga uciniti dostupnim
svima kako bi se “prevladali uvjeti zaostalosti u slojevima stanovnistva

koji su ekonomski i kulturno slabiji “, a zatim “potvrdili prava Zena na
obrazovanje ".

Podredivanje Zena dolazilo je i od Katolicke crkve, koja je zahvaljujudi
socijalnim politikama reZima zadobila gotovo apsolutnu kontrolu drustva.
Koncept koji je od talijanskih Zena htio uciniti "kamenom temeljcem
kuée”, “"majke, nevjeste, pomagacice muskarcu u njegovom javnom i
privatnom Zivotu” pronasao je potpunu podrsku u katolickom svijetu. Vec u
oZujku 1926. godine Sef Ureda za informiranje fasisti¢ke partije pred svim
je savezima izjavio kako “ucinkovita rezimska politika u vezi Zena” moze
biti postignuta samo i iskljucivo “kroz dobre talijanske tradicije katoli¢kog
duha.”

| sama enciklika pape Pija XI iz 1930-e godine, Casticonnubi, navodi da
se “plemeniti zadatak nevjeste, majke i supruge” treba uskladiti s redom
unutar obitelji, na temelju “superiornosti muZa nad Zenom i djecom” i na
“spremnoj pokornosti i poslusnosti supruge.”

Pristupanje oruzanim partizanskim formacijama znacilo je davanje
konacnog, odlu¢nog i snaznog odgovora svijetu vojnog, ali i drustvenog
nasilja.
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0d partizanki do “majki ustava”

U ratu na strani partizana, Zene su se izlagale jednakom riziku kao i
muskarci: ne samo u izravnoj borbi urbanih gerila i iznenadnim ratnim
akcijama vec¢ i u napadima u planinama protiv njemacke i talijanske vojske,
pripremi Strajkova u tvornicama ili na selu, i ostalih Cinova sabotaze. To
pogotovo vrijedi za Zene koje su djelovale u tzv. GAP-ovima, skupinama
patriotske akcije organiziranih od Garibaldijevih brigada zaduZenih za
razvijanje taktika urbanih gerila. Te su grupe vec postojale u ostalim
europskim zemljama, a bile su obiljeZene tajnovitoScu i ¢injenicom da su
Clanovi Cesto morali djelovati u izolaciji i po nekoliko mjeseci. Po uzoru
na francuske unités de choc i grupe u Sjevernoj Europi koje su podrzavali
Britanci, GAP-ovci su vodili oblik vrlo teske borbe koje su ih primoravale
na zivot u izolaciji i izdrZavanje visoke razine emocionalne napetosti.
Trebali su imati dobre Zivce u sludaju potrebe pucanja na neprijatelja,
bjezanje i sakrivanje po gradskim ulicama. Partizanke regrutirane u
GAP-ove spavale su u improviziranim krevetima, svake noci na drugom
mjestu. Dane su provodile u samoci, odvojene od ostatka svojih drugova
zbog ocuvanja tajnosti, strpljivo iS¢ekujuci sljededu akciju koju su trebale
provesti.

lako pun odricanja i patnje, izbor otpora bio je toliko radikalan da je nakon
rata mnoge Zene pogurao prema ukljucivanju u drustveni i politicki Zivot
zemlje. Upravo je iz antifaSistiCkog pokreta zapoceo proces modernizacije
talijanskog drustva u kojem Zene dobivaju svoja politicka, a nakon mnogih
bitaka i gradanska prava.

Na izborima za institucionalni referendum 2. lipnja 1946. godine (prvi u
kojem su Zene imale pravo glasa, a njih 21je bilo izabrano u Ustavotvorno
vijeée) Zene su zaduZile talijansku politiku, obogativsi ju naslijedem “Zivota
i akcije za slobodu i ljudsku solidarnost.”™

Natka Badurina, Sveuciliste u Udinama
Portret Zena jugoslovenskog otpora od Drugog svjetskog rata do danas

Antifasisticki pokret je predstavio povijesni preokret u odnosu na
sudjelovanje Zena u politickom i vojnom Zivotu. Novost Zenskog aktivizma,
medutim, morao je biti kodificiran za ulazak u kolektivnu svijest i utjecaj
na rodne uloge koje su bile prihvacene u jugoslavenskom poslijeratnom
drustvu. Ovaj ¢e rad raspraviti te prikaze i njihove interakcije sa stvarnoséu,
od poslijeratnog razdoblja pa sve do danas'.

16 Filomena Delli Castelli, Dan kada su Zene osvojile povjest, u «La RepubblicaC, 19. veljace 2006, s. 28

17 Vecina ovdje predstavljenih podataka odnosi se na jugoslavensko drustvo u cjelini, ali specifi¢na
perspektiva koje je usvojena je ona hrvatskog drustva.



Prije rata

Pridruzivanje antifasizmu za Zene je znacilo borbu za opée dobro, ali i za
vlastita prava. Stoga, to pristupanje treba biti uokvireno i u povijest Zenskih
pokreta u prijeratnom razdoblju. Zenska mobilizacija u jugoslavenskom
otporu vodena od strane Komunisticke partije nastavila je zauzimanje
socijalistickog pokreta za prava radnica zapocetog u jugoslavenskim
zemljama izmedu dva rata. Osim socijalistickog pokreta, u tom je
razdoblju u glavnim urbanim centrima monarhisti¢ke Jugoslavije djelovao
i feministi¢ki pokret (burzujski, reformisticki) za pravo Zena na glasovanje.
Veza ovog aktivizmma s antifasistickim otporom je bila u potpunosti
uklonjena u jugoslavenskoj historiografiji. Istrazivanja su dokazala da su
dva pokreta - socijalisticki i feministicki - znatno suradivali, podrzavajuci
jedan drugog (Sklevicky 1996: 81).

Tijekom rata

Pocetkom rata, liberalne feministkinje imale su sve manje prostora za
javne aktivnosti, dok su clanice Komunisticke partije bile ukljucene u
mnogobrojne oblike borbe protiv fasizma i 1942. osnovale organizaciju
Antifadistickog fronta Zena (AFZ). Osim antifasisticke borbe, njihovi ciljevi
su ukljucivali i prava Zena: ravnopravnost u politickim i radnim pravima,
zastita majcinstva i reproduktivnih prava, socijalna prava i pristup
obrazovanju.

Hrvatska je od 1941. do 1945.imala status fasisticke drzave kojom
upravlja ustaski pokret, a Cija je propaganda o ulozi Zena bila povezana
s oglednim modelom majke mnogobrojne djece i .Cuvarice ognjista”.
Ustaska propaganda Zestoko je reagirala na vijesti o Zenama koje su
pristupale antifasistickoj borbi, prikazujuéi ih kao ruzne i muskobanjaste
zvijeri. Emancipirane Zene i feministkinje koje se nisu uklapale u ova dva
jednostavna stereotipa nespretno su klasificirane kao “ta treéa vrsta Zzena”
(Jambre&i¢ Kirin 2008: 41).

Partizanska i komunisticka propaganda morala je pak, sa svoje strane,
upravljati, tumaditi i “krotiti” tu novonastalu stvarnost s vlastitom slikom
“nove Zene”. Stvarajuci novu sliku, morala je pronadi poveznicu s tradicijom
kako bi umirila seljake Cija joj je podrska bila potrebna. Ta je zadaca bila
povjerena musgkarcima [novinarima i pjesnicimalkoji su je razvili pozivajuéi se
na knjizevnu tradiciju i mitologiju (naslov poznatog govora pjesnika Vladimira
Nazora iz 1944. godine je “Od Amazonki do partizanki’), a prije svega na
narodnu poeziju. Epska tradicija, medutim, odraZavala je duboko ukorijenjenu
patrijarhalnost jugoslavenskih republika, a nakon rata je predstavlijala
ozbiljnu prepreku modernizaciji i emancipaciji zena (Batini¢ 2015). Vjerujudi
da emancipacija i folklor mogu i¢i zajedno, Nazor je zakljucio svoj govor
iskrenom, ali neosjetljivom tvrdnjom: “Za nas je Zensko pitanje rijeseno.”
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Poslijeratno razdoblje

U skladu s partijskim programom, u socijalistickoj Jugoslaviji Zenama
su odmah priznata politicka i radna prava. Smatrajuéi da je takvim
zakonima pitanje Zena rije$eno, partija je ukinula postojanje AFZ-a 1953.
godine. U isto vrijeme, medutim, drzava je krenula u smjeru povratka
patrijarhalnom modelu. Statistike pokazuju da masovno sudjelovanje
zena u antifaSistickoj borbi nije bilo dovoljno priznato: velik doprinos
Zena tijekom rata nije bio razmjeran njihovom sudjelovanju u organima i
institucijama u poslijeratnom razdoblju (Jancar Webster, 1990: 163).

U tom kontekstu, sjeanje na sudjelovanje Zena u antifasistickoj borbi uguseno
je sluzbenim prikazima oslobodilackog rata. Za novu jugoslavensku drzavu,
taj je prikaz predstavijao srZ njezinog identiteta, svetu vatru koja se morala
odrzavati preko sluzbenih historiografskih kanala, udzbenika, muzeja i spomen
centara, a ubrzo i putem masovnih medija. To se sjecanje temeljilo na "mitu
ratnog iskustva” (izraz koji je skovao George Mosse; v. Jambresi¢ Kirin 2008:
20), izrazito militaristickog, herojskog i patrijarhalnog. Mnogobrojne uloge
koje su zene imale u borbi protiv fadizma, njihova razlicita drustvena i politicka
porijekla te razli¢iti motivi i nacini sudjelovanja u ovoj povijesnoj bitci bivaju
svedene tek na nekoliko pustih stereotipa: mlade kurirke koja svojom hrabroséu
parira muskarcima ili partizanske majke koja stoicki podnosi vijest o smrti
sina. Po uzoru na holivudske likove, prikaz mladih partizanki u jugoslavenskoj
kinematografiji poistovjecen je s erotskom ljepotom i potencijalom Zrtve (nasilja,
silovanja, smrti). Na taj se nacin ranjivost ispreplitala medu sve Zenske likove na
ekranima. Prvi film o partizanskom ratu bio je posveéen upravo ovakom liku i
nosi ime glavne junakinje - Slavica (1946). Kako je istaknula feministicka kritika
danasnjice, smrt glavne junakinje u borbi na kraju filma nije slu¢ajnost; nije bilo
jasno, naime, koje mjesto pripada Zeni u poslijeratnom drustvu.

0d 60-ih do 80-ih godina

Uloga heroine nastavila se do kraja jugoslavenske drzave. UnatoC tom
ponavljanju, ili mozda upravo zbog njega, u sedamdesetim je godinama
pocelo blijediti sje¢anje na oslobodilacki rat - kako u kolektivnoj svijesti,
tako i medu samim stvarateljima propagande. Pojavom novih medija,doslo
je do ekonomskog procvata i radanja potrosackog drustva. Ratne price Zena
sa stranica trac-magazina poprimile su sladunjavi i senzacionalisticki Stih,
uvijek zavrsavajuci .happy endom”. (Jambresi¢ Kirin 2008: 36).

Sedamdesetih godina pojavio se val jugoslavenskog feminizma pod jakim
utjecajem zapadnih feministickih pokreta. Ako se na zapadu feminizam
Cesto povezivao sa ljevicarskim pokretima, u Jugoslaviji je on bio viden
kao opasni i konzervativni proizvod sa Zapada, prokrijumcaren u drustvo
koje za njim nije imalo potrebu jer je, u stvari, ovdje “ Zensko pitanje



rijeSeno”. Valja istaknuti kako su, u odnosu na ltaliju, Jugoslavenke imale
zajamcena veca obiteljska, reproduktivna i radnicka prava. Nezadovoljstvo
i feministicka kritika nisu ciljale na ta steCena prava, nego na drustvo koje
je i dalje bilo patrijarhalno i mizogino. Ovo je razdoblje takoder obiljeZzeno
obnovljenim historiografskim interesom za Zene u Pokretu otpora i AFZ-u.
Rezultati novih istraZivanja su vrlo razli¢iti od sluzbene historiografije tog
doba te otkrivaju razocCaranje partizanki zbog nedostatka priznanja njihovog
truda u poslijeratnom razdoblju (Jancar Webster 1990] ili pritisaka koju je
Komunistic¢ka partija izvréila na AFZ prije njegova ukidanja (Sklevicky 1996).
Prethodno spomenuta sentimentalizacija sjecanja oslobodila je prostor
pricama o prozivljenoj patnji kroz osobnu perspektivu: iako su bile uskladene
s partijskim nazorima, takvim je narativima manjkao prikaz globalne vaznosti
herojske borbe. U osamdesetim godinama otvorio se prostor za price onih
koji za vrijeme rata nisu bili na pobjednickoj strani. lako se pravo na sjeéanje
“drugih” isprve Cinilo kao pozitivan znak demokratizacije sjecanja, ubrzo
se pokazalo da je rije¢ o fragmentaciji - pojedinano sjecanje nastoji se
prikazati kao apsolutna istina bez moguénosti pomirenja.

Postsocijalisticko razdoblje

RazdobljenakonpadasocijalizmaobiljeZzenojeradikalnomreinterpretacijom
proslosti koja je, osim kritickog pogleda na tamne strane socijalisti¢ckog
razdoblja, takoder i pozitivno revalorizirala povijesne fenomene koji su do
tada bili tabu tema. To je, nazalost, dovelo do rehabilitacije ustaske drzave,
viktimizacije kolaboracionista, demoniziranja partizanskog pokreta i
povratka prikaza partizanki kao krvozednih sadistickih bic¢a iz ustaske
propagande. Povijesni se revizionizam u Hrvatskoj sastojao od dva vala:
prvi u devedesetim godinama 20. stoljeca kao dio nacionalistickog zamaha
za vrijeme rata, a drugi s promjenom vlade pocetkom 2016. godine koja
svoj prirodni kontekst pronalazi u trenutnoj ekonomskoj krizi i krizi
europskih vrijednosti. Paralelno s tim negativnim slikama Zena iz otpora,
predmetom napada postaju i Zenska prava naslijedena iz socijalizma.

Trenutno najviSe zabrinjava stereotipiziranje Zena i nesposobnost drustva
da razumije sloZenost njihove povijesne i politicke uloge. Jedini nacin da se
taj nedostatak ispravi jest kroz historiografsko, socioloSko i antropoloSko
djelovanje, kao i osnivanje transnacionalnih arhiva ili muzeja posvecenim
zenskim svjedoCanstvima i sloZenim interpretacijama - onakvima kakve Zene
nisu mogle izraziti kroz prikaze koje su dosad o njima uvijek pravili muskarci.
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Irene Bolzon (Regionalni zavod za povijest Narodnog oslobodilackog
pokreta)

Zene i Pokret otpora u arhivi Porotnog izvanrednog suda Assize u
Trstu:prema jednoj geografiji roda?

Cilj ovog rada je ponuditi nekoliko pretpostavki za razmisljanje na
temelju istraZzivanja koje provodi Regionalni zavod za povijest Narodnog
oslobodilackog pokreta iz Trsta, u sklopu projekta “Tezak otpor na isto¢noj
talijanskoj granici”, financiranog od strane Predsjednistva Vijec¢a ministara
kao dio inicijativa u sklopu 70. obljetnice Oslobodenja.

IstraZivanje je uglavnom wusmjereno na arhivsku zbirku Porotnog
izvanrednog suda u Trstu, a Cije je dokumente trebalo istraziti u potpuno
novom svjetlu. Umjesto naanalizu fenomena talijanskog kolaboracionizma,
naglasak je stavljen na Zrtve glavnih represivnih jedinica. Cilj je bio medu
imenima onih koji su bili predmet kolaboracionisticke represije pronaci
tragove izraza lokalnog otpora, s posebnim osvrtom na nenaoruzane
pokrete, Zenske otpore, i one nastale izvan strukturiranih politickih i
stranackih iskustava.

Prvi rezultati ovog istrazivanja pokazali su mrezu medusobnih odnosa
snazno prozetih razlicitim svjetovima, ukljucujuci i one Zenske. Ti su
odnosi isprve postojali u predpolitickoj i antifasistickoj dimenziji, ali su
unatoc tome bili u moguénosti pruziti podrsku i najpolitiziranijim oblicima
oruZane borbe.

Koncentrirajuci se na ulogu Zena u tom spletu odnosa, podatak koji se
odmah zapaZa je znacajan udio Zena medu Zrtvama kolaboracionistickih
zloCina, posebno u dogadajima koji su se odvili u Trstu. Geografija grada u
ovom je slucaju pogodovala uvjetima koji su omogucili Zenama da sudjeluju
u Pokretu otpora. Upravo iz ovog razloga potjece pitanje s pocCetka: je li
mogude govoriti o geografiji roda, odnosno o Zenskom opredijeljenju koje
je dobilo na vaznosti zbog specificnih uvjeta iz okoline.

Kod istrazivanja raznih Zenskih uloga u Pokretu, najznacajniji kazneni
postupci odnose se na agente Specijalnog inspektorata javne sigurnosti,
organa koji je od Zrtava uglavnom biljeZio Zene. Medu njima, kao Zrtve
brutalnih mucenja i seksualnog zlostavljanja pojavljuju se mnoge Zene
slovenske nacionalnosti od kojih je veéina bila povezana s partizanskim
pokretom. Veliki broj tih Zena imao je obiteljske veze s borcima iz formacija,
a bile su ukljucene u mreZu logisticke podrske te svoje domove pretvorile u
skloniSta i bolnice za partizane. Ipak, tek se nekolicina njih predstavila kao
partizanke ili suradnice Pokreta, objasnjavajudivlastitu podrsku i povezane
rizike kao prirodnu i neophodnu gestu prema svojim sunarodnjacima,
rodacima i osobama u nevolji. Tumaceci ove odgovore kroz tradicionalni
politicki pristup, oni postaju iznenadujuci te postaju savrsen primjer
mentalnog stava Zena koje su se morale suociti s gradanskim ratom. Izbor



ili niz izbora, kojim su pruZzale podrsku drustvenoj, nacionalnoj i politickoj
borbi, dobivaju posebnu vrijednost kroz prizmu urbanog konteksta,
buduci da je on pruZao brojne moguénosti za suradnju s neprijateljima.
Operativne baze partizana ili nezakonite tiskare Cesto su bile smjesStene
u apartmanima stambenih zgrada u kojima su se vijesti brzo Sirile, a
Spijunske mreZe razgranavale.

Sposobnost ovih Zena da budu vezivno tkivo i sastavni dio organizacijskog
stroja za podrZavanje lokalnog otpora i prostora osvojenih u mjesecima
okupacije pokazala se iznimno bitnom i u tjednima nakon kontroverznog
oslobadanja Trsta. Mnoge od Zena koje su pretrpjele nasilje od strane
Specijalnog inspektorata javne sigurnosti bile su predmetom trs¢anskog
Narodnog suda i mnogobrojnih komisija ¢iS¢enja improviziranih u 40 dana
nakon dolaska Narodnooslobodilacke vojske Jugoslavije. Manje zajednice
Zena nastale u pritvorima te grupe majki u potrazi za svojom nestalom
djecom okupile su se u potrazi za pravdom, oZivljuju¢i na taj nacin
stvarne oblike politickog djelovanja nastalih, joS jednom, izvan stranackih
struktura.

Fabio Verardo, Sveuciliste u Trentu

Uloga Zena na pogrebu partizana Renato Del Dina; Tolmezzo, 27. travanj
1944

U ovom prilogu Zelim analizirati narodno sudjelovanje na pogrebu
partizana Renata Del Dina s ciljem izdvajanja nekonvencionalnih oblika
otpora, prkosenja i otpora nacifasizmu od strane Zena koje su se pozvale
na tradiciju, ali istodobno raskinule s prosloscu.

Unodis24.na25. travnja 1944. godine partizaniiz Osoppa na ¢elu Renatom
Del Dinom “Anselmom” izvrsili su demonstrativnu akciju napadom na
kasarnu Grani¢ne Milicije Teritorijalne Obrane i 136. regimentu njemackih
Alpina. Del Din je ostao teSko ranjen u napadu'® te su ga u velikim bolovima
donijeli u hotel "Alle Alpi”, prije negoli je napokon prebacen u bolnicu gdje
je umro s prvim jutarnjim svjetlom'.

Napad je odmah izazvao metez; ovaj prvi slucaj gerile u gradu oznacio je
vrhunac nasilja tog doba i prisilio je nacifasiste na defenzivu. Istovremeno
su se prosirile glasine da je poginuli vojnik (iako jo$ neidentificiran bio je
prepoznat kao ..alpinski oficir“Jbio loSe tretiran dok je trpio bolove,? Sto je
ponukalo lokalno stanovnistvo da suosjeca s ciljevima partizanske borbe.

18 F. Tacoli, Ja sam bio...i sada prepri¢avam. Sjecanja jednog partizana iz Friulija 1943-45, FULeL Editore,
Udine 2000, s 35.

19 F.Verardo, Mladi borci za slobodu. Renato Del Din, Giancarlo Marzona, Federico Tacoli, Gaspari, Udine
2013, ss. 46-74.

20 Archivio di Stato di Udine (od sada na dalje ASUD), Fondo CAS, b. EC 1, Registri presuda 1946, presude
br. 81 protiv Luigi Colusso-a.



Iz tog razloga, dok su nacifaSisticka istraZivanja jo$ bila u tijeku, mnogi
su ljudi posjetili mrtvacnicu bolnice kako bi odali pocast preminulom
partizanu. Buduci da na njemu nije bilo odjeée, posjetitelji - narocito Zene-
spontano su poceli oblaciti tijelo kako dolikuje oficiru Alpina i organizirali
sveCani pogreb. UnatoC postavljenoj strazi od nekoliko vojnika, priljev
ljudi se nastavio; na sanduk prekriven cvijecem poloZen je alpski SeSir |
talijanska zastava. NacifaSisti su na to odredili da ¢e se pokop partizana
obaviti uz jedino prisutstvo kapelana, bez zvuka zvona i prijenosom
sanduka sporednim cestama. Takva je odluka izazvala revolt kod lokalnog
stanovnistva, koje se s ciljem prosvjeda okupilo 26. travnja u popodnevnim
satima. Nijemci i fasisti ostali su zaprepasteni velikim brojem okupljenih
te su, uzdajudi se u mali odaziv, dogovorili pogreb za ranu zoru sljededeg
dana.

Iste veCeri, mnoge